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UNIVERSALISM RENOUNCED. 

A few months since it was stated that Elias 
Smith, who it appears had publicly advocated the 
Joctrine of the salvation of all men, had renounced 
his faith. The following from Mr. S. will furnish 
the reader with means of judging. For ourselves, 
we acknowledge that we are at a loss to understand 
Mr. S. when he says, “ From various causes, sepa- 
rate from the Scriptures, (about six months ago,) I 
cave up the doctrine as doubtful, and endeavoured 
to preach a limited salvation ; but never preached 
endless misery ; a doctrine not named in the Bible.” 
Are we to understand, that other evidence, than the 
Scriptures, was admitted, and the Scriptures set 
aside, as insufficient ? 

From the ( Bost.) Universalist Magazine. 
GENERAL CONCLUSION, 
OR THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE MATTER. 

« But this I confess unto thee, that after the way 
which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my 


fathers, believing all things which are written in the 


law and the prophets; and have hope towards God, 
which they themselves allow, that there shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the 
unjust.” Acts xxiv. 14, 15. 

In almost every age of the world, it has been the 
lot of public men, to suffer by evil report and 
good; to be considered as deceivers, and yet true. 
This Paul well knew, while engaged in preaching 
the truth as it is in Jesus. Though a faithful ser- 
vant of God, yet by his brethren the Jews, he was 
represented as a pestilent fellow, a mover of sedi- 
tion, mad, beside himself, and an heretic. This last 
charge he readily confessed ; but his heresy, he de- 
clared, contained in it, worship as his fathers wor- 
shipped, belief in all the prophets, with an hope of 
the resurrection of all men, just and unjust. 

Almost every denomination of religious people 
have charged each other with heresy ; and there is 
scarcely a minister on earth, but has been by more 
or less charged with heresy. It has been the wri- 
ter’s lot to share largely in this charge, from yari- 
ous directions. 

My first knowledge of what is now called doc- 
trine, was what is named Calvinism ; or that God 
has predetermined the eternal salvation of a few, 
and excluded from the possibility of salvation, all 
others of the human race. This system was too 
narrow and short for my mind, and altogether op- 
posite to the mamfestation of God in all his ways 
to men. 

The second step, or advance of my mind was to 
what is now called rminianism; or that God 
‘oved all; that Christ died for all ; and then left it 





to men, whether they would be saved or not. This 
in my mind, left all at uncertainty—as to coming 
to the knowledge of truth, or in the end obtaining 
eternal life. 

Viewing the broad foundation laid in the love of 
God; the fulness of Christ; the situation of all 
men ; the extent of the prophecies and the promis- 
es, I was led to conclude that it would be as much 
wisdom in God to save all in the end, as it was wis- 
dom to make and preserve them in this world, and 
give them all things richly to enjoy. 

The two first systems, have in times past been 
termed heresies, yea, damnable heresies ; but those 
days are past, and these systems have by age be- 
come popular ; they are now called sound doctrines, 
“ The doctrines of grace ;” but the last, that every 
man shall be presented faultless,—this, is consider- 
ed damnable doctrine ; the doctrine of devils; licen- 
tious doctrine, a doctrine calculated to lead men by 
millions to endless misery! So great an heresy, 
that all who believe it, believe a lie, and must be 
damned for ever. 

Into this heresy, my mind was pleasingly led, by 
believing all things written in the law and the 
prophets, who uniformly declared “ the restitution 
of all things”—when the mystery of God shall be 
finished ;—in this I lived, and this I. preached, six 
years,—having hope towards God, as it respects the 
resurrection of all men to glory, honour, immortali- 
ty, and eternal life. 

From various causes, separate from the Scrip- 
tures (about six months ago) I gave up the doctrine 
as doubtful, and endeavoured to preach a limited 
salvation; but never preached endless misery; a 
doctrine not named in the Bible. While labour- 
ing to work my mind into a partial doctrine—I was 
obliged to pass by all those glorious prophecies, 
which speak of endless blessings to all nations—and 
in the time, took particular notice of the situation 
of people who thought mankind would be eternally 
separated, and a part miserable for ever. I saw 
them divided among themselves, and miserable with 
all their religion. 

After a long struggle, as Nebuchadnezzar said, 
my understanding came unto me, ard all appeared 
plain. My mind is now more clearly instruct- 
ed than ever in this glorious truth; (G7 That 
God has given Jesus power over all flesh, for this 
purpose, that he should give aut ries eternal life. 
The following are some of the reasons for thus be- 
lieving :— 

1. This accords with the manifestation God has 
made of himself to all nations, in all ages of the 
world. The sun rises and shines on the evil and 
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yood, and the rain is sent on the just, and unjust. 


All are in this lite treated as his creatures, and as the 


cluldren of his love. These things cannot be de- 


nied. This is his witness to all nations :—He does 
good to all, sends them rain and fruitful seasons, 
Hy 
cannot deal otherwise with all men in another state, 
He is ot 


one mind, does accordime to his will;—is the Fa- 


and fills their hearts with food and gladness. 
unless his mind towards men is changed. 


ther of lights, with whom there is no variableness, 
nor shadow of turning. 

2. A belief in the eternal salvation of all men: 
or that they will be delivered from sin, misery, mor- 
tality, and death, best agrees with the condition ot 
all men. All are God’s offspring ;—he is the form- 
er of our bodies, and Father of our spirits ;—the 
God of the spirits of all flesh; all souls are his,— 
all are under sin—all have gone out of the way—He 
has coucluded all under sin, that he might have 


All 


, and to save a part, and reject the remainder, 


mercy upon all. are in one condition by na- 
tire 
or lesve them to work ther own ruin, would be 
partiality, and contrary to that wisdom from above, 
that is * without partiality.” 

3. This belief agrees with the desire God has im- 
planted in the hearts of all good men, or such as 
have cowe to the knowledge of the truth in Jesus. 
All men who pray in the Holy Ghost, pray that all 
tuay be saved. 
pray, must design to auswer that request which he 
has taught them to make. 

1. This belef gives us encouragement for the 
most It 


cliet of sinners, and though they may be our ene- 


wretched and miserable. includes the 
mies, Vet we are led to love them, knowing God 
loves them, and that he will finally make them his 
friends and ours, and bring them where they shall 
enjoy him, and all others. 

5. This belief leads to 


spirit of party, persecution, and want of love to each 


the destruction of that 


other, Winch is so manifest among sectarians and 
limitarians in every part of the world, where peo- 
ple protess to believe in partial salvation. This 
leads us to ask, “ Are we better than they ?”—* Is 
he the Godot the Jews only ? Is he not of the Gen- 
tiles also ” This leads men to unite in great things, 
and not to divide on account of things im themselves 
indifferent. 

6. This belief leads us to honour God, as the Sa- 
viour of all men, and to view Christ as the Saviour 
of the world, not only in word, but in deed and 
truth. And it is the best calculated to lead men to 
repentance, faith, and obedience, of any doctrine 
ever preached to mankind. 

7. The restitution of all things is what all the 
This is 
the general testimony of all the Scriptures. To 
Shiloh shall the gathering of the people be. In 
Chast shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
« Men shall be blessed in him, all nations shall call 


prophets spake of since the world began. 


him blessed.” 
member and turn unto the Lord; and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before thee. All 
they that be fat upow the earth shall eat and wor- 


He who has taught them thus to 


* All the ends of the world shall re- } 


HERALD. 


slip; all they that go down to the dust shall | 
betore him; and none can keep alive his own soy 
27, 29. 


Psalin xxii. “And in this mountain cho) 


the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of | 
things—He will swallow up death in victory: » 
the Lord God will wipe away tears from oif 


a] 
—O,. 


faces.” Tsa, xxv. 6 


The Scriptures foretell an end of transcress 
and sin—That all shall be gathered togethe; in on, 
in Christ —That all in heaven and earth shall be y 
conciled in Christ—That all shall in Christ be m 

that all] 
borne the mage of Adam, shall bear the imace 


alive, who die in Adam; and who bay 
Christ—That all shall bow before him, and consi 
him Lord to the glory of God, and that every crea 
ture in existence shall, to the approbation of th 


Lam 


That God's will shall be done in earth as in hear 


four and twenty elders, sing, Worthy is the 
This cannot be, until there shall be none singe; 
none mortal, or dead. 
How vlorious! how suitable to man! How h 
orable to God! In what harmony with the angel, 
song! In what harmony with the Saviour’s deelay 
tion, to give all flesh eternal life. 

* Here will [sect up my rest, 

My fluctaating heart, 
f lis breast 


From the heaven « 


Shall never more depart.” 
These things are faithtul and true, and wiil s 
or ever, 

Many are now waiting for a communication from 
me. through some public paper; this is what ms 
mind is settled upon as the éruth contained in ¢) 
Scriptures. [have no war with any man, nor wit! 
any sect or denomination: they are all God's of 
spring, and included in the number to be blest i 
Christ Jesus. Ido not belong to any limited s 
tarians on earth, but to the general assembly 
church of the first born that are written in heaven 

It is my choice, and my greatest happiness to 
reckoned among those preachers and believers w\: 
preach and believe Christ will save from sin and 
death, Adam, Eve, and all their decendants, an 
hope so to live, that my connexion with them nia 
good, and the increase of th: 
=} 


abou. 


be for our mutual 


knowledge of that grace which move 
than sin. 

May the preachers of this “ good tidings” “1 
ever clothed with salvation”—may these watchmen 
see eye to eve, lift up their voices, and sing for Jo) 
of heart. May all believers in this true grace ol 
God, prove by their conversation and lives, that t) 
doctrine they embrace is the doctrine according to 
godliness. 

May knowledge increase, hmtful divisions be 
done away, and all unite to crown the Saviour of 
the world—Lorp OF ALL. 

ELIAS SMITH 

Boston, Jan. 19, 1824. 

—— 
MR. WOODWORTH’S REPLY. 
(Continued from p. 258.) 

1. We readily admit the correctness of Mr. Fitz’s 

first assertion, that this controversy “ is assuming « 
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curious aspect.” That such is the fact, we have 
already expressed our surprise and regret. Certain 
it is that our opponent’s mode of defending his sys- 
tem is novel, ingenious, and peculiar to himself; 
but, we are sorry to add, it is neither fair nor hon- 
est. It is ue that he 1e-publishes all our remarks, 
but it is equally true that he “ ingeniously evades 
answeting” the most important of them. That which 
he cannot controvert, he ought candidly to admit, 
regardless of the effect: which such admission may 
produce in the minds of his wavering proselytes. 
Instead of this, however, he dexterously parries the 
onvictions of uth, with the edgeless blade of un- 
polished wit; or (if the figure be admissible) re- 
eeives them on the “ bull’s bide buckler” of obsti- 
nate misconstruction. He reminds us of a Roman 
ejadiator, or prize-fighter, hazarding his very ex- 
istence ina contest in which there is nothing to 
gain but the empty applause of idle spectators, who 
It such 
be his ambition, however, he has a right to indulge 


are too indolent to think for themselves. 


it: but let him bear in mind, that when we entet 
the lists with him, we are actuated by much highe: 
motives, viz. the dissemination of spriritual truth. 
Five smooth stones from the brook are our only 
weapons—the “naine of the Lord,” our watch- 
word and motto. 

2. In his first paragraph, Mr. Fitz 
he has “cavefully avoided every mode of expres- 
sion Which could irritate,” and promises to conti- 
We are willing to confess 


savs that 


nue the same course. 
that Mr. Fitz has, as yet, used no expression which 
did irritate, but that he has “carefully avoided” 
every one which could produce some excitement 
in minds less “milky” than our own, we feel dis- 
posed to doubt. Take the following: “We pity 
the man whose head and heart is so waywardly bent 
on perversion of the testimony of God’s inspired 
servants.” Again—* For the honour of human na- 
ture, we hope you are, by this time, ashamed ot 
vour crooked system.” And again—* The reader, 
by this time, must be acquainted with Mr. W. and 
properly appreciate his round barefaced assertions.” 
And vet again—* For once lay aside the sin that 
so easily besets you, and acknowledge the truth.” 
Once more—* Every man of sense among your 
readers will properly estimate vour crowing.” And 
finally—“* When we have a man for an opponent, 
we expect argument; when we have a child, pue- 
rility.” Many others might be quoted, but let these 
suffice as a comment on the assertion alluded to in 
the commencement of this paragraph. 

3. All such ebullitions of spleen we are willing 
to overlook, attributing them to the unsubdued tem- 
pers of the natural man; but we cannot so easily 
palliate his perverting the direct and positive testi- 
mony of scripture, by separating the rays of divine 
light with the prism of self-derived intelligence, 
and thas decorating impious deformity with colours 
stolen from the bow of heaven. Neither can we 
reconcile his mode of controversy with the long 
established and well-known usages of all honour- 
able belligerents in polemical contests. After hav- 
ing fully convicted him of either a very censurable 


act of carelessness, or an intention to deceive his 
readers, in asserting that we had evaded answering 
his questions, we had a right to expect an apology, 
or, at least, aa explanation of his motives. But Mr. 
F. appears to have adopted, with the alteration of 
one word, a celebrated political maxim, which ori- 
ginated in this city, a tew years since, viz. “ All’s 
fair in religion ;” or a sull older one, which says, 
“ When ail things unite in the cause of truth, why 
should pot falsehood lend a band?” In the 20th 
number of the Gospel Herald, Mr. F. unbdlushingly 
asserts that we had not answeted his questions ; and 
in the 26th number, he records all our answers, but 
without controverting them, for fear of “ fatigueing 
the reader!” 
that he was deterred by a very different motive. 


We have some reason to apprehend 


That many of our readers, of various religious de- 
nominations, concur with us in this opinton of Mr. 
F.’s polemical character, appears trom communica- 
tions On the subject, which are now filed in this 
office. We, therefore, most cordially unite with 
lium in the charitable hope, that the judgment of oar 
readers is superior to our own, 

4. We are ignorant of Mr. F.’s meaning in his 
second paragraph, where he says that we have 
“shifted the arrangement,” of his questions, Will 
he please to explain himself? But the conclu- 
sion of that paragraph ts of considerable importance, 
as it brings us, at once, toa point which, if properly 
discussed and understood, will remove several ap- 
parent difficulties from the subject of this contro- 
versy: Mr. F. says, “ Now the reason we assign 
| for the present state of affairs in this life, such as 
the suffering of innocent children, &c. as stated in 
former questions | is, that man may be raised im- 
mortal, incorruptible, and glorious, and be made 
the recipient of God's perfections, which will en- 
sure and perpetuate his happiness. If Mr. W. can 
assign a better one, we shall be glad to receive it.” 

5. We think the reason about to be assigned is 
better, because we believe it to be the frue one. It 
is admitted on all hands, we believe, that “ the pre- 
sent state of affairs” is not a happy state, and, eon- 
sequently, not a good state; it must, therefore be 
an evil state, and could not come trom God; for 
evil cannot flow fiom the fountain of all good- 
ness. Neither can good flow from evil; and, there- 
fore, the happy result which Mr. F. anticipates can- 
not be the necessary effect of the present state of 
affairs. But we assert, and are prepared to prove, 
that the evils we deplore are the necessary effect of 
a most lamentable cause, and that this cause 1s 
“man’s disobedience to the divine law,” for even 
Mr. F. admits that man has power to “do mischief.” 
Without divesting him of this power, the cause 
could not have been restrained, nor the effect pre- 
vented; and to have deprived him of such power 
would have violated that law of divine order which 
secures the freedom of the human will, and have 
In speaking of this 


. 


rendered man a mere machine. 
breach of the divine law, we do not allude to a par- 
ticular offence committed by any one man; but to 
that love of evil which characterizes aan in the 





aggregate ; that love of self and the world, which 
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has too successfully opposed the love of God and 
neighbourly love. 

6. There was atime when man loved God with 
all his mental faculties, and his neighbour as him- 
self: when the mind of each individual was a tem- 
ple of the most high—an image and likeness of 
God—pronounced “ very good”—enjoying all the 
delights flowing from a state of love and innocence 
—*“ eastward in Eden”—the vineyard of the Lord 
of hosts—his pleasant plant. The mind of man was 
then a paradisical garden, planted by Omnipotence 
himself, abounding with delectable fruits of love 
and wisdom, and continually fructified and refreshed 
by a never-ceasing stream of life and mercy. The 
divine fountain of good, whence all happiness flow- 
ed, was the supreme object of his love, and his neigh- 
bour was regarded as his second self. 

7. But man, alas! “sought out many inventions ;” 

and, in the search, inverted the order of his creation, 
turned every thing upside down, and permitted the 
lowest principle of his nature to aspire above those 
which assimilated him with angels. By virtue of 
his free will, he possessed the power of transferring 
his affections from heaven to earth, from God to 
self; and, in process of time, the unhappy transfer 
was gradually effected. From adoring the foun- 
tain, he began to contemplate the stream, till, for- 
getting its source, he madly imagined it originated 
in himself, and began to doubt every thing which 
he could not conceive with the senses. Being com- 
pounded of three distinct principles, (voluntary, ra- 
tional, and sensual,) each of which was innocent in 
its own proper place, he unhappily inverted their 
order, by suffering the last and lowest to obtain the 
ascendaney, This elevation of the sensual princi- 
ple was giving a fascinating power to the serpent, 
which proved fatal to the giver. Rationality is a 
masculine principle, and self-love, feminine. The 
former is therefore called man, and the latter twzo- 
man. The sensual pringiple, (which, in the lan- 
guage of inspiration, is called a serpent,) first intro- 
duced doubts and reasonings concerning the myste- 
ries of faith; and, through the persuasion of sel/- 
love, the rational principle consented to imbibe the 
forbidden idea of self-sufficiency. This was that 
accursed fruit which had been prohibited ; so “ plea- 
sant to the eyes,” so desirable “to make one wise in 
his own conceit,” and yet so fatal to spiritual life, 
* in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die.” But what said sensuality? “ Eat, (said the 
serpent,) and imagine thyself a God—thou shalt 
not surely die—all men will be saved—HALLELu- 
yan!” ‘Phe great Dr. Clarke says, this serpent was 
an Ourang-outang. We do not believe it. At any 
rate, he then preached the same doctrine that is 
now advocated in the Gospel Herald! Man ate, and 
knew his Creator no more. 

8. Such was the fall of man, and such the cause 
of “the present state of affairs.” The love of self, 
thus acquired, has descended from father to son, in 
regular succession, while each generation has in- 
creased its magnitude by “many inventions” of 
their own—except where ils hereditary course has 
been arrested by the work of regeneration, To re- 











store to man the power of performing this WOR, 
to instruct him in its nature, and to provide a divine 
medium through which he might be continually 
assisted in the process, was the object of Jehovah's 
incarnation, when “ God was in Christ, reconciliy. 
the world to himself,” for “in Christ dwells all th. 
fulness of the Godhead bodily.” AU manking 
(mark this, Mr. Fitz,) were thus redeemed trom 4 
bondage, and from shackles, to which they had 
voluntarily submitted. dll were thus redeemed— 
and all, we are very willing to admit, might also be 
saved, if they would only make a proper use of the 
liberty to which they have been restored, by c0-ope- 
rating with God in their own regeneration. |; 
every one did so, the labours of Mr. Fitz would be 
superfluous. 

9. In reply to Mr. F.’s third paragraph, we repeat, 
that it does imply a contradiction to say, “ God is 
ABLE to save man, and make him holy and happy, 
against his own will.” Recollect, Sir, you have a- 
mitted that “man can do mischief,” and is, so fy; 
at least, a free agent. We therefore, once more ask, 
“ How can we conceive of a greater contradiction 
in terms,or a more palpable absurdity, than the 
following proposition: God can compel a rare 
agent to choose, think, feel, act, and enjoy, in direct 
opposition to his own choice, wishes, thoughts and 
desires?” It was not necessary for Mr. F. so pom- 
pously to demand the definition of the term agent, 
as he has in a subsequent part of his remarks. We 
are not ignorant that the word is susceptible of two 
definitions. Its legitimate meaning, Mr. F. well 
knows, is very different from that which is given it 
by merchants and lawyers. The latter will tell you, 
that “an agent is a substitute, a deputy, a person 
employed to act for another.” But Mr. F., who 
knows its etymology, is well aware, that according 
to the legitimate meaning of the word, God is an 
agent; and we believe, that even the editor of the 
Gospel Herald will not have the hardihood to say, 
that God is a substitue, a deputy, o: that he is em- 
ployed to act for another. An agent, therefore, isa 
being who acts or operates; and a free agent isa 
being who acts freely, whose actions are voluntary ; 
who, being endowed with discretionary powers, 
exercises them according to his own will and wis- 
dom. We state this solely for the benefit of the 
readers of the Gospel Herald. The editor is too 
apt to throw dust in their eyes when it suits his 
purpose. (To be continued.) 

REMARKS. 

The first three paragraphs of Mr. Woodworth’s 
Reply, contained in this Number, may be tolerated, 
as they are the effusions of a “milky” mind. And 
we are, on the whole, pleased with the information, 
that Mr. W, has received letters of condolence frou 
his friends, who would have been deficient in sym- 
pathy, if they had not come forward and cheered 
him in his sorrows, This.is all very well. We are 
sorry for Mr. W. that his condition is so deplorable 
as to make an escape in circumlocution indispen 
sable. Whether he wil] effect this, remains to be 


seen. 
Mr. W. introduces our reply, as from the Gospel 
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Herald of Nov. 8, (No. 26.) when the fact is, that 
part of it is from our 27th Number, and the divi- 
on not the most judicious by any means. It is 
proper to mention this, that our readers may find 
che declarations alluded to, 

Ip answer to the inquiry in Mr. W.’s fourth para- 
aaph, we remark, that our interrogation anticipa- 
wd areply to the whole, that “a sufficient reason 
-apnot be given,” unless it be first admitted that 
God's mercy is infinite. Mr. W.’s fifth, sixth, and 
seventh paragraphs, are an attempt to assign a 
ietter reason for the permission of the present state 
{aflairs, than the reason we have assigned. He 
jas decided that the present state of afPairs is am 
wevil state, and could not come from God.” He 
cays he is * prepared to prove, that the evils we de- 
dont are the necessary effect of a most lamentable 
-quse,”’ &e. Sir, was the cause as necessary as the 
fect? It is the state, in which the particular evils 
pe generated, that is spoken of. You must admit 
the affinity which exists between the effect and the 
cause. Now, Sir, read the following—* I form the 
light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create 
evil; [the Lord do ail these.” (Isa. xlv. 7.) Can 
you disprove this? Is the present state of affairs 
necessary, or unnecessary ? You, Sir, contend, that 
the evil is the effect of “man’s disobedience to the 
Divine law.” Man’s disobedience is the cause. To 
have deprived man of the power to disobey, would 
have “violated the law of Divine order,” &c. 
Therefore, you, Sir, with all your cireumlocution, 
have run hard aground upon the conclusion, that 
the present state of affairs is according to the law of 
Divine order. For a contrary conduct, on the part 
of Deity, would violate the law of Divine order. 

You, Sir, declare, that “ man turned every thing 
upside down.” Man’s free will did this. Is it 
agreeable to the law cf Divine order, to have “ every 
thing turned upside down 2?” Would it “ violate the 
law of Divine order,” to prevent “ man from turning 
every thing upside down 2” If it would, then it fol- 
lows, that the “ turning every thing upside down,” 
is not contrary to “ the law of Divine order.” Sir, 
we fear you “darken counsel by words without 
knowledge.” A wiser than you has declared, 
“That which is born [or produced] of the flesh is 
flesh; that which is born of the spiritis spirit.” The 
fesh is the operating cause of the present state of 
affairs. You decide that “ man is a compound of 
three distinct principles.” Who compounded man 
thus? Was not this compounding, the cause of the 
present state of affairs ? 

You, Sir, decide, that the “ serpent preached the 
same doctrine that is now advocated in the Gospel 
Herald.” Sir, the Serpent was a liar. And we 
re liavs, if we say, that sin will not produce death. 
Seriously, Sir, consider, whether you are actuated 
by the Serpent, or by the Spirit of truth, in this ac- 
cusation. If you have told the truth, you can easily 
name the page, column, and paragraph, of this Pa- 
per, which preaches the doctrine you speak of. We 
ask you to do this. Sir, remember, slander and 
argument, are two things. 

Mr. W.’s eighth paragraph, explains redemption 


to consist in “ restoring to man the power of per- 
forming this work” —* regeneration.” Ah, Sir, we 
like the Bible best; that says, “ In whom [Chuist,} 
we have redemption, through his blood, [what is it ] 
the forgiveness of sins.” (Ephes. i. 7.) This, Sir, 
is the doctrine we teach; is it the doctrine of the 
Serpent ? 

Mr. W.’s ninth paragraph is devoted to free agen- 
cy. Sir, we admit that God is an Agent, in the 
sense that he has the power of operating. But man, 
lives, moves, and has his being in God, therefore, 
is not an agent. Has man power, as God has pow- 
er? No. If God isan Agent, man is not. The 
Bible, and we like this old Book, says, of man, 
that “to do good he has no knowledge.” A free 
agent without knowledge! Sir, you are welcome to 
him. (To be continued.) 

— 

From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
FORCE UNDER THE NAME OF WORSHIP 
For ages past, men have been taught that worship 

cannot stand without the aid of Magistrates, or the 
power of the sword. Much has been said against 
the American Government, on account of ove part 
of the Constitution, which says— Congress shall 
make no laws respecting religion.” The argument 
is, that without the aid of government, Religion will 
finally be driven from the earth. A large portion 
of the people of the United States, are against a re- 
ligion upheld by the government, and at the same 
time they retain the principle. There must bé some 
force—something to terrify people, or they will not 
try to “ get religion.” They must be taught thata 
terrible punishment awaits them in another world, 
if they do not believe their preaching before they 
die. 

Where is the origin of this dreadful, unnatural, 
unrighteous principle? Is it in parental govern- 
ment? Do parents, to make their children obedient, 
threaten them with hunger, torture, banishment, or 
death ? No. Did Jesus, who came not to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them; did he use force ? 
No,—“ Come unto me, all ye that labour,” was his 
language. 

Did Moses threaten his nation with endless pun- 
ishment, if they did not love their God and their 
brethren? This force, under the name of worship, 
originated in Babylon, iv the days of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. He was the man who began it, and it has 
risen higher, until God, who is Love itself, is repre- 
sented as treating his offspring in the same man- 
ner Nebuchadnezzar did his subjects, with this 
difference, the king meant to burn them to death at 
once, but God, the gracious and merciful, whose 
tender mercies are over all his works; mercies 
which endure for ever; he will punish all who do 
not worship him, with misery for ever, without a 
possibility of deliverance. 

See the likeness between Nebuchadnezzar’s re- 
ligion, and mueh of what is declared true worship 
in ow day. 

Ist. He set up an image of gold in the plain of 
Dura. 2d. All people, tongues, and languages, were 





commanded to bow before it, and threatened with 
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te flames of the furnace, if they dared to rebel. 
Sd. All the authority of the king, all the authority 
of the rulers, in the kingdom, all the majesty of the 
image, all the power of mustc, and all the horrors of 
the furnace are against the man who shall refuse to 
become religious. Every man almost, will call this 
wickedness and cruelty. View the religion which 
has been forced upon people for ages past, and see 
the likeness! Men are taught that God has made a 
furnace, or hell of fire, to torture for ever, all who do 
not worship him according to the commandments 
and doctrines of men. They are taught that God 
has made a most powerful being, called the Devin 
and Saran, who has the charge of this eternal fur- 
nace. That his work is, to draw to this place, the 
greatest part of mankind; that after he has led 
them there, or they are at last given to him; God 
will uphold him eternally to torment them, and that 
he will uphold them for ever to be tormented, with- 
out any honour to him, or benefit to them. 

The preacher, well fed, the first in fashion, in rich 
attire, ascends the pulpit; adjusts his hair, hand, 
gloves, and kandkerchief, and begins to represent 
the sovereignty of his God, his right to take one out 
of ten or an hundred, the importance ef being will- 
ing to be eternally miserable, &c. 

Before he closes, he acts the part of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s herald, and tells them, ti they do not be- 
lieve his preaching, they shall be cast alive into 
God’s furnace, and “ die the death that never dies! !” 
“ Go on, (says he) go on in the ways of sin, until 
you come to the brink of ruin, and God will plunge 
you in.” 

For all this, they are largely paid, live in ease, 
and appear to care but little for the lot of ninety- 
nine out of an hundred, who are to burn for ever. 

To support this worship, men have been forced 
from all they hold dear on earth, and committed to 
the flames, because they would not bow to such an 
Ipox. Their property has been forced from them 
to support these ministers; compelled to attend 
stich worship once in three months, or have their 
money taken by force to support such cruelty under 
the name of religion. 

Is this the worship of God in spirit and truth ? True 
worship and salvation are in harmony. “ We know 
what we worship, salvation is of the Jews.” Take 
the devil and hell or endless misery, out of the 
preacher’s confession of faith, and what would he 
preach ? ‘Those who preach salvation, and not eter- 
nal damnation, are represented as leading men to 
destruction; but they are leading them from it. 
God increase the number, who shall testify against 
this false worship ! 

i 
FALSE BRETHREN! 

* False brethren” are nothing new. Paul suffer- 
ed from them; therefore, we may expect the same. 
By “ false brethren,” we understand mere pretend- 
ers, who are described by Christ, as follows—Matt. 
xili. 20, 21. “ But he that received the seed into 
stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it. Yet hath he not 
root in himself but dureth for a while: for when 








tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the 
' 


word, by and by he ts offended.” The account y, 
published in our 38th Number, by “4 Late Upy. 
versalist,” corroborates the declaration ot Christ 
God’s word, which is life, has no root in him. W., 
have his pretended Universalism from his oy 
mouth. “It was directly adapted to banish all ny 
rious impressions from the mind.” This man, why 
on his own confession, was almost, if not quite de. 
void .of “ serious impressions” for several years. 
now has the impudence and wickedness to slande; 
thousands of stncere people, who seriously and 
voutly trust in God, and pray always in references 
to His holy will and pleasure. 

According to this man, Universalists quote seri; 
ture disconnectedly. "To rebut this foolish charye. 
we refer the accuser to the whole Scriptures, which 
we offer in evidence of the truth of the doctrine. 
that * Jill naiions whom God hath made shall copy 
and worship before Him, and shall glority His 
name.” 

If this man can be believed, he is the most aly. 
doned vile wretch the earth ever was cumbered wr), 
He declares, “ he became fully convinced, that his 
impenitence and guilt merited endless punishment,” 
For the Scripture assures us, that Jerusalem receiy- 
ed of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 1s 
xl. 2. But this man is so mach worse than re! 
lious Israel, that a whole eternity is necessary to 
punish him according to his deserts. Sir, who- 
ever you may be, if you can be believed, you aie 
abominably wicked, that you honour the caus 
Truth by your rejection of it. 

—g——- 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Southern Association of Universalists, held 
their annual meeting at Milford, ( Mass.) Dee. 
1823. They chose brother Ricward Cari 
Moderator, and brother Jacob Frieze Clerk. F 
sermons wer delivered, and brotvers Eliptialt 
Case jr. and Calvin Gardner received letters oi tcl 
lowship. 

A committee, consisting of Brs. Hosea Ballou, 
David Pickering, Jacob Frieze, R. Carrique, aad 
Hosea Ballou 2d, was chosen to * draught propo- 
sals of reconciliation between those brethren who 
are the authors of the * Appeal and Deciaration’ and 
this association.” The committee presented 
following proposals :— 

Whereas certain publications, called an “ App¢ 
to the public, and a Declaration to the world,” have 
been construed te indicate a disfellowship, as ex 
pressed in a Resolve of the Southern Associati 
the undersigned authors of the Declaration, bem 
possessed of a fervent desire to restore the happy 
union and fellowship of our religious order, and t 
enjoy ourselves, and to assist our brethren to recip- 
rocate with us the inestimable blessings of harmon) 
and brotherly love, desire to remove all difficulties 
above noted, by certifying that we do most cordiall 
acknowledge and accept, as christian ministers a0! 
brethren, such as differ from us on the subject o! 
doctrine, maintained in the above named publica 
tions. And we receive and consider the acct; 
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»pce of this proposal by the Association, as an as- 
surance on their part, that they reciprocate the sen- 
wents and feelings of ehristian fellowship above 
EDWARD TURNER, 
BARZILLAI STREETER, 
CHARLES HUDSON, 


mentioned. 


Voted that the same is fully satisfactory to this 
Association, in relation to the signers thereof, and 
that this body reciprocate the christian feeling and 
fellowship therein expressed. 

They adjourned to meet at Attleborough on the 
24 Wednesday and Thursday in June next. 

Bost. Univer. Mag. 
—j> — 
SALARY OFFICERS. 

The .Imerican Board of Commisswners for Fo- 
wien Missions, have provided a snug birth, anda 

ndsome salary for J. Evarts, Esq. their corres- 
oonding Secretary. Here is an extract from the 
veneeedings of the annual meeting : 

«The committee recommended that the sum of 
oxE THOUSAND DOLLARS be granted to Jeremiah 
Evarts, Esq. as Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board; and that the further sum of ONE THOUSAND 
yoniars be allowed to him as Editor of the Mis- 
onary Herald. * * ** This report was accepted.” 

Two thousand dollars a year exceed in amount 
the salary of either governor in fire of the eastern 
cates. Rhode-Island and Connecticut contained 
+) 1620, 398,000 inhabitants—yet the annual salary 

{ Secretary Evarts far surpasses the united salaries 
of the governors of these two states. The govern- 
ers of New-Hampshire and Vermont, have each an 
annual salary of $1000—Secretary Evarts has $2000 
per annum. What can be the arduous duties of his 
affice 2 He is allowed $1000 a year for editing the 
Missionary Herald, a work which has more buyers 
thanreaders. It is nearly destitute of original mat- 
ter—and requires no more talent to conduct it than 
toturn a grindstone. But the orthodox committee 
cive their reasons. Let them speak for themselves. 

“The principal reasons were, in brief, that the 
Corresponding Secretary should, in order to the 
uninterrupted discharge of the duties of his office, 
be free from care and anriely as to providing the 

vans of support for his family; and that the sum 
specified is no more than a suitable support.” 

Many of our honest farmers in the country look 
upon $2000 as a great estate. Who, that has a fam- 
ily, is free from care and anxiety? Our credulous 
coutributers have hitherto supposed that the avails 
of their toil and sweat went to aid in the conversion 
of British Hindoos—and not to fatten Boston Bond- 
street loungers. Plain Truth. 

—<>-—- 
EXPLANATION, &c. 

The following relates to the communication of 
“ A Rhode-Island Universalist,” recently published 
in this paper, where Br. Kneeland is named as for- 
merly a Baptist. 

“It istrue that Mr. Kneeland once joined a Bap- 
tist church, from which he has never been either 
dismissed or excommunicated to his knowledge, 


though he received an admonition for preacbing 








what was believed by them to be false doctrine; 
viz. the final restitution of*all things, (for at that 
time he believed ina future limited punishment 
after death,) but he never believed in the cruel and 
unmerciful doctrine of endless misery! and this was 
known to the minister, deacons, and other leading 
members of the church, at the time he was admit- 
ted a meinber, for which reason (as nothing was 
brought against his moral character) it was with 
the greatest difficulty that they could get a vote in 
the church to lay him under admonition, as many 
members who are now living can testify. The Ed- 
itors of the Magazine, and all others who shall give 
the above publicity, are requested to insert this 
note. EDITOR OF THE GAZETTEER.” 
_—<__> 
AWFUL WARNINGS! 

In Goffstown, (N. H.) Mr. Benjamin Stevens, 
aged 68, fell dead, while in the act of carrying a 
quarter of meat as a present lo his minister. 

We give this in orthodox style. Preachers of 
terror convert the most common occurrences into 
judgments. Now we have as good authority for 
saying this man died in consequence of carrying 
meat to give his minister, as they have for their 
Awful Warnings. Uowever, we are bound in jus- 
tice to say, that the deceased was engaged ina 
laudable employment, if his minister was poor. If 
the case was otherwise, we do not conceive the sin 
to be so heinous as to calf for the special interposi- 
tion of offended Heaven. 


“Among others whom he [Swedenborg] repeat- 
edly saw, was John Calvin. Of the condition of 
Calvin in the future world, we have the following 
picture : that at his death, it was sometime before the 
angels could convince him that he had actually ex- 
changed worlds ; that his followers were all confined 
in dungeons and caves, because they believed the 
doctrine of predestination ; that he himself was mis- 
erable lonesome, having none with whom he could 
associate ; that for a long time he hid himself in a 
dark corner ;that he next lodged in the house of 
harlots: and finally, Swedenborg left him shut up in 
a cave with his followers, where they laboured for 
their food, and made it their business and delight to 
quarrel and do each other mischief.” 

Chris. Mirror. 
ee 
UNIVERSALISM. 

Courtesy prompts us to answer to the appellation 
of Universalist. We use this term because com- 
mon acceptation has defined it to mean one who 
believes in “the restitulion of all things.” Our 
faith is simple in the extreme. We believe in “ One 
only living and true God,” who “is Love.” That 
his purposes are according to Love; and that he 
will do all his pleasure, which is also in accordance 
with Love. We believe in the Son of God, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that he is “the bread of God 
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world.” We believe God is the Father of 
all. That his law is Love. And we also believe, 
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that his law, love, shall be put into the mind, and 
writien ia the hearts of men; and that this law of 
love, is our perfect rule of conduct. 

Wondertul to relate, the “ Late Universalist ” 
(in the Boston Recorder) says, “I believe it to be a 
false doctrine, of the most fatal tendency.” We 
believe it to be a true doctrine, of the most blessed 
tendency. “Therefore, “we beseech men by the 
mercies of God,” (Rom. xii. 1.) 

— 
EXTRACT FROM PETITPIERE. 

That the Supreme Being is perfectly good, is so 
important a truth, that the whole of religion de- 
pends on it. When I am assured that Goodness is 
the Origin, and happiness the Object of all the deal- 
ings of God, both towards myself and every other 
creature, my soul feels its anchor of hope to be sure 
and steadfast. Though His ways should be in the 
deep, and his paths in the mighty waters,—though 
the severest affliction should be my portion,—all 
this shall not impair my confidence in Him. I will 
never, by a moment’s distrust, dishonour that Being 
who has graciously commanded me to cast all my 
care on him, because he careth for me. 

But if I indulge any doubts of this truth, or admit 
any doctrine incompatible with it, I lose my assur- 
ance, and with that, all my comfort. Religion 
then presents nothing to my mind but terror and 
destruction. The prospect of futurity fills me with 
alarm, and the thought of immortality distracts me. 
The Infinite Jehovah appears no longer amiable or 
lovely; and every pious sentiment expires within 
me, when I can no longer Jove him. Should the 
benevolence and sympathy, which are innate in the 
human mind, survive, they could, alas! only aggra- 
vate my misery! So certain is it that the whole of 
religion depends on the doctrine of the infinite 
guvodness of God. 

And if this is the case, it follows, that every doc- 
trine incompatible with goodness is not only false, 
but also pernicious to the last degree. * * * * * 

Let not mankind, then, allow themselves to sup- 
press this truth, on account of an apprehension that 
it will be abused. This would be tacitly to deny 
that it ts the will of God that all men should come to 
the knowledge of the truth ; and virtually to assert 
that ignorance and error are the better means for 
conducting some men to salvation. It would also 
necessarily suppose that the proper way to inspire 
mankind with affection for their Creator, is by re- 
presenting Him to them as a Being infinitely cruel! 

But lest sinners should abuse this truth, so little 
understood, it is necessary that it be rightly explain- 
ed to them ; so that they shall not abandon them- 
selves to fatal delusions respecting either the seve- 
rity or forbearance of God. O God! Thou Being 
supremely good! cause the precious light of thy 
truth to illuminate all hearts, that they may be filled 
with love and thy peace; and for this purpose, do 
thou open the lips of thy ministers, that they may 
show forth thy praise.—Amen. 

—>—- 

“ Blessed are the peace-makers ; for they shall be 

called the children of God.” 
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A SMALL REQUEST. 


Our Brother Editors would confer a fayou; bs 
omitting the word REVEREND, affixed to 4, 
names of our Brethren who publicly advocate x), 
truth. It will save us the trouble of expunging thy), 
word from all extracts we publish from their papers, 


when the names of our officiating brethren are in- 


troduced. We have conscientious scruples in this 
No offence is intended, when we say, that we neve. 
knew a reverend preacher of the truth. If any “4 
our brethren should persist in claiming a title ; 

distinguish them from others, that of Major or Cap. 
tain, would be mare appropos than Reverend, why), 
that of servant would be a more becoming title, | 

our 38th Number we expunged the word revereng 
where it occurred, affixed to the names of twenty. 
five persons, not one of whom deserves the title. 
The Scriptures assure us, that God’s name is Reyer. 
rend. We have yet to learn, that those men wh» 
profess to be the meek servants of Christ, are auth, 

rized to covet titles, and to seize upon one which js 
exclusively the property of JEHOVAH. It is quix 
too much for those who traduce God's character, 
to rob him of his name or title. Well instruct: 
scribes should do better. 

—>——_ 
NEW PUBLICATION, 

Mr. Balfour’s Work will be published towards thy 
close of the present month. All persons, who hav: 
obtained subscribers, are requested to make return: 
of them immediately, to Mr. S. Etheridge, the pub 
lisher; as a small edition of the work is only print 
ed, after subscribers are supplied, its price will be 
raised to $2 50. 

Charlestown, (Mass.) Jan. 7, 1524. 


—<— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—Isa. 1x. 6. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Tuespay Even- 
ing next, at half past 6 o’clock. 

—<—— 

{> The Basement Story of the Church, erected by the 
Second Society of United Christian Friends, on the corne: 
of Prince and Orange-streets, will be opened for worship of 
“‘ the God of the whole earth,” every Sabbath ; at half-past 
ten in the morning, half-past two in the afternoon, and 
half-past six o'clock in the evening. Alse, every Thursday 
evening, at seven o'clock, when it is expected our Brother 
Mitchell will officiate. 

—<>—- 

{> Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for the Gos- 
pel Herald, are informed, that they can forward the sums 
due, per mail, directed to James Hall, Treasurer, No. 44 
Pearl-street, New-York, without paying the postage. No 
objection can now remain to this mode of conveyance, ou 
aceount of the expense. 


——_ 
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